
PRAYER FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY

MISSIONARY MONTH OCTOBER 2019

Heavenly Father, when your only begotten Son Jesus
Christ rose from the dead, he commissioned his
followers to “go and make disciples of all nations”
and you remind us that through our Baptism we are
made sharers in the mission of the Church.

Empower us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be
courageous and zealous in bearing witness to the
Gospel, so that the mission entrusted to the Church,
which is still very far from completion, may find new
and efficacious expressions that bring life and light
to the world.

Help us make it possible for all peoples to experience
the saving love and mercy of Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

PILGRIMS ARE INVITED TO:

RENEW BAPTISMAL PROMISES
To recall the vocation as a baptised Catholic

VENERATE RELICS OF COLLEGE GENERAL SAINTS 

AND MARTYRS
To be inspired by their zeal and courage to preach
the Good News

VISIT THE MINI EXHIBITION ON THE TESTIMONY OF

LOCAL MISSIONARIES
To know that there are local missionaries who work
tirelessly in this diocese

VISIT FR. JOSEPH REUTEN’S GALLERY
To witness the elements of inculturation of the
Catholic faith in our country

VISIT THE CATHOLIC MUSEUM
To appreciate the history of the Catholic Church in
our diocese and country

PARTICIPATE IN PILGRIMAGE MASSES
To be united with our Lord Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist

BE WITH MARY

Pilgrimage Church of

the Diocese of Penang

For The Extraordinary

Missionary Year 2019

CONTACT US

3 Farquhar Street 10200 Penang

6017 518 2818  604 226 1502  cityppg@gmail.com

MASS TIMES

SATURDAY | 6pm Novena | 6.30pm Sunset Mass (English)

SUNDAY| 10am Mass (English)

NOTE: Pilgrimage Masses can be arranged upon request

9 JUNE – 31 OCTOBER 2019
PILGRIMAGE CENTRE OPENING HOURS

MONDAY to FRIDAY | 9am to 5pm

SATURDAY | 9am to 6pm

SUNDAY | 9am to 1pm

A devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Our Lady of
Mission, to be inspired by
her missionary zeal and her
role in the mission of the
Church



Extract from the Homily by
His Lordship Rt. Rev. Sebastian Francis, DD, Bishop of Penang Diocese
on the 6th of January, 2019, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

In 1919, Pope Benedict XV (who is also known as the Missionary Pope),
wrote the Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, (the grand and sublime
mission) inviting us to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of
the earth. The Great Missionary Command. This year is the 100th
Anniversary of that Letter and it is still as relevant, if not more so today,
then ever. Pope Francis has set aside Oct 2019 as the Extraordinary
Missionary Month (EMM OCT2019), culminating on Mission Sunday
which will be celebrated on October 20, 2019. The Bishops of Malaysia
have decided that we will set this time from today, the Solemnity of
Epiphany, to the end Oct 2019 as the Extraordinary Missionary Year. The
Universal theme given by Pope Francis is Baptised and Sent – The
Church of Christ on Mission in the World.

We gather every Sunday because we found Jesus and we come here to
worship Him. We are all still in the process of learning about Jesus and
that learning never stops. We are learning who Jesus means in our lives.
We are learning about His peace in all circumstances – His Joy in the
midst of challenges, His Healing in the face of so many wounds, His
answers in the many questions we face and who He is to us – which gives
us our purpose.

As Catholics who are Baptised, we are the Church – the Church of Christ.
As such, we have the duty to respond to the commands of our Lord Jesus
Christ to “go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). Obeying this mandate of the Lord is not an option
for the Church. In the words of the Second Vatican Council, it is Her
“essential task,” for the Church is “missionary by nature” (Ad Gentes 2).
“Evangelising is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her
deepest identity; she exists in order to evangelise.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi
14). And, if the Church is to remain faithful to Herself and to proclaim
Jesus crucified and risen for all, the living and merciful Saviour, then
“prompted by the Holy Spirit, she must walk the same path Christ walked:
a path of simplicity and obedience, of service and self-sacrifice” (Ad
Gentes 5). In this way, she will effectively proclaim the Lord, “model of
that redeemed humanity, imbued with brotherly love, sincerity and a
peaceful spirit, to which all aspire” (Ad Gentes 8). When we allow God to
work in us, we will “be blameless and innocent, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which (we)
shine like stars in the world” (Philippians 2:15). Let us shine and be like
that star that led the wise men to Jesus.

From January to June, a series of Formation was lined up to help us reflect
and prepare to go out into the world as missionaries. From June to
October, we invite Pilgrimages to the Church of the Assumption in
Penang to be inspired by how the Faith came to Malaysia and went out
to all the different peoples not only in Malaysia but throughout the
region. We will venerate the relics of the missionary saints and martyrs
who have become part of our journey in this Diocese. Then, parishes
are encouraged to organise mission outreaches to address the many,
many needs not only within the Parish, but to also look at those in need
in the Diocese, in the country and beyond our shores.

YOU ARE BAPTISED AND SENT.
YOU ARE THE CHURCH OF CHRIST ON MISSION IN THE WORLD.

THE STORY OF THE LOCAL MISSIONARY

As a staunch Eurasian Catholic nurse, Sybil helped the poor and sick
during WW2. Stationed in her temporary home in Papan, Perak
during the war, she helped nursing injured guerrillas who fought
against the Japanese. Soon after discovered, she was tortured by the
Japanese alongside with her family; she suffered an irreparable
mental anguish and physical injuries (which she finally succumbed to
in 1948). However, she did not betray the men she had nursed. Her
strong faith sustained her throughout this horrific time. She is
remembered as a human being with “a great capacity for service and
sacrifice” beyond the call of duty.

FATHER ARTHUR JULIEN MEP (1917-2004)

FATHER ANTHONY KHAW (1918-1970)

Father Khaw was instrumental in establishing the Kampong Simee
Old Folks’ Home in 1952. Alongside, the German Brothers of Mercy
occupied the premise and operated polyclinic services and a mobile
clinic to help the sick in the New Villages. Father Khaw focused on
the Home, becoming very involved in corporate works of mercy for
the poor and aged, providing education for the young and presiding
over events including baptisms and weddings. He also successfully
applied for the status of Catholic Welfare Services alongside the
Home. He became director of the Old Folks’ Home/Catholic Welfare
Services from 1952-70. He is best remembered “as a humble man of
selfless devotion and care for the poor and marginalised, indeed a
champion in the field”.

RELICS OF COLLEGE GENERAL MARTYRS ABOUT THE EXTRAORDINARY MISSIONARY YEAR 2019

Father Julien had great passion for Chinese culture. He served in
China in 1944-1949 before arriving at Penang. He served in several
Chinese speaking parishes, evangelising to the poor and needy and
focusing on youth and education. In 1956 and 1957, he co-founded
with Father Chao Chung Cheng the Heng-Ee Primary and Secondary
Schools. In 1969, he himself financed the establishment of Heng-Ee
Kindergarten. In 1973, he helped in the relocation of SJK (C) Shang
Wu in Penang. He also helped establishing several Catholic Chinese
high schools in Penang. Through these Catholic schools many
students were converted to Catholic faith. After his death, the Father
Julien Agape Centre was set up in his honour, and it becomes his
legacy of his tireless ministry for poor and under-privileged children.

ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS TAN SRI DOMINIC VENDARGON (1909-2005)

FATHER GEORGE LEE (1918-1990)

Known and appreciated for his dedication to Orang Asli, Father
George is known as Bapa Orang Asli. He has dedicated his life to the
Orang Asli Apostolate spread throughout Perak, Selangor, Pahang
and Negeri Sembilan, with the following efforts:
1946 – Set up a vernacular school for OrangMantra
1954 – Renovated Chapel Bonda Maria on Orang Asli reserved land
1955 – Started Orang Asli Apostolate in Church of St Joseph, Bt Gajah
1965-74 –Orang Asli Ministry in Church of the Sacred Heart, Kampar
1974-85 –Orang Asli Ministry in Church of St John the Baptist, Sg Siput
1980s – Established 8 outstations including 2Mass centres in Perak

Archbishop Emeritus Tan Sri Vendargon was a “man of the people”.
During the Japanese Occupation in WW2, he cycled throughout the
northern states of Malaya, reaching out to Catholic families there,
and earned for himself the nickname of “the cycling priest”. He
“relentlessly and selflessly served the Malayan Catholic Church”. In
August 1995, he became the first Malayan to be consecrated Bishop
of the See in Kuala Lumpur, and in 1975 elevated to the status of
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur. He continued to minister to the sick in
hospitals after retirement. He urged that those still in industry
“should be of use to their fellow citizens ... and raise all of society to a
better mode of existence, regardless of colour, caste or creed”.

SYBIL KATHIGASU (1898-1948)

The relics of the College General martyrs were 
kept in St Joseph’s Chapel in College General. 

They were transferred to the Church of the 
Assumption Pilgrimage Centre for general display 

for Pilgrims, in conjunction with
the Extraordinary Missionary Year 2019.


